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Amazon of Europe Bike Trail
within UNESCO 5-country Biosphere

Austria Reserve Mura-Drava-Danube™
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The Amazon of Europe encompasses
an area of approximately ca. 1 mil-
lion hectares, stretching across five
countries, following the mostly free-
flowing sections of the Mura, Drava
and Danube rivers. It is an area of
astonishing beauty, with natural or

flood-

plains and floodplain forests, with an

near-natural river stretches,
amazing biodiversity and plenty to
offer. Therefore, this area has also
been recognized as the 5-country
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve Mura-
(TBR MDD), the
worldwide first penta- lateral protect-

Drava-Danube

ed area!, including the rivers, their
floodplains and floodplain forests,
wet meadows, as well as inhabited
areas. The Amazon of Europe Bike
Trail is an international long-distance
cycling trail offering you the unique

! Designation pending — expected in September 2021

opportunity to get to know this area at
nature’s own pace while following,
the natural meanders of the rivers Mu-
ra, Drava and Danube, by bicycle,
for over 1,250 km. The cycle tour
leads you, with its North and South
Routes, along both banks of these riv-
ers. Cycle through endless floodplains
and picturesque cultural landscapes
across five countries, where nature
does not know any borders.
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strictly protected zone that contribute to the conserva-
tion of landscapes, ecosystems, species and genetic

variation.

() BUFFER ZONE

It surrounds or adjoins the core areal(s), and is used
for activities compatible with sound ecological prac-
tices that can reinforce scientific, research, monitoring

and education

TRANSITION ZONE

The transition area is where communities foster socio-
culturally and ecologically sustainable economic and

human activities.
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The Bike Trail partnership has jointly
developed the trail with the partner-
ship in an effort to ensure a fully satis-
fying nature and cultural cycling ex-
perience, while also preserving the
natural values of the biosphere re-
serve. For this purpose, the trail was

lead most of the time close to, but out-

side of the core zone of the biosphere
reserve, and additionally a zonation
was elaborated to support in defining

resting places and stop-overs.

Visitor areas and stop overs are
both meant to steer cyclists towards

the places they are located in.

Visitor areas are easily accessible via
existing roads or paths and they are
easily recognisable by the existing
visitor infrastructure. They are meant
to allow cyclists to rest even for longer
periods, in a safe place and with litlle
disturbance to nature. In most of such

places, cyclists will find the typical
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Amazon of Europe Bike Trail infra-
structure elements as well. The eco-
logical sensitivity is low or medium,
with very few exceptions, such as
when a visitor area is surrounded by

valuable forests or riverine habitats.

Stop overs are also easily accessible
and are usually already frequented

for swimming, fishing, boating, bird-

watching, cultural recreation, or other

activities. Many stop overs are in an
area that is ecologically senstive be-
cause of valuable forests or riverine
habitats. That's why stop overs border
on defined “nature areas”. This might

be different for cultural stop-overs.

Nature areas are ecologically highly
sensitive and stretch across a larger
surface - in contrary fo visitor areas or

stop-overs — and they mainly corre-

spond to the core and buffer zones
of the 5-Country Biosphere Reserve
Mura-Drava-Danube, as well as to
those already located in an official,

strictly protected area.




¥ Avoid wildlife during sensitive
times (e.g. mating, nesting, raising
young, or winter)

@ Rest, picnic, camp, swim or
make fire only in places where there
is existing infrastructure for such activ-
ities.

I If you stop for a swim or go for
a guided water tour, avoid stepping
on gravel or sand islands, as these
are refuges for wild nesting birds
(especially between end of April -
July)

I¥ Seeing wildlife in their natural
habitat is a privilege; respect them
and the habitats in which they live,
and do not endanger them (avoid
stepping on gravel bars, steep banks,
etc.). For the best viewing experiences
use binoculars or cameras with zoom.

0¥ Take all trash, leftover food and
litter with you, or dispose of it in a
designated areq, recycle when possi-

ble.

@ let nature's sounds prevail.
Avoid loud voices and noises.

0¥ Avoid animals and crop fields,
avoid cycling through meadows or
forests, unless there are signposted
paths. If not possible, keep contact to
an absolute minimum.

¥ Never feed animals. Feeding
wildlife influences their health, alters
and exposes

natural  behaviours,

them to predators and other dangers.

¥ Keep your bike clean to prevent
the spread of weeds and plant dis-
eases.

0¥ Preserve the past: examine, but
do not touch cultural or historic struc-
tures and artefacts.




Whom will cyclists meet in the Amazon of Europe?
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Little ringed plover — Charadhius dubivs

fister * 0.6, Safarek,

© G. Safarek

on steep banks

© Wild Wonders of Europe / NovAik / natur © M. Romulic
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White-Tailed eagle - Haliaeeatus albicilla Black stork —Giconia nigra

King fisher—Alcedo atthis
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E E Discover more at our website

1 - aoebiketrail.com
Download the App for Android(IOS
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

E @AoEBikeTrail

Editor: WWF Austria

Amazon of Europe Bike Trail project is co-funded through the
Danube Transnational Programme of the European Union (ERFD
and IPA funds). The Project started on 1¢ June 2018 and lasts
until the 31¢ October 2021. The total budget of the project is
3,319,560.00€, divided between 15 full partners.



